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Abstract: 
Present paper attempts to provides the overview of the contributions made by the central 
universities of India to the open access repository namely Shodhganga. There are in total 46 
central universities in India as listed in UGC website out of which only 25 are sharing their 
research outputs to Shodhganga or are the ones which have signed MoU with Shodhganga. 
Open ETD plays an important role in the academic community as it helps in preventing 
duplication of research work already been done. This paper is an intensive case study of the 
contribution of theses faculty wise and year wise from different central universities in India. 
Keywords: ETD, Electronic Theses and Dissertations, Institutional Repositories, Open 
Access, Central Universities, India, Shodhganga. 
Introduction 
The concept of Open Access initiative started long back, but it gained momentum only after 
1990sas with the increase of internet the applicability of open access scholarly publication 
also increased. Open Access repositories facilitate free availability and distribution of digital 
scholarly communication. ‘Open Access’ of literature is free availability of internet, user can 
read, copy, download, print, distribute, search etc. Electronic Thesis and Dissertation (ETD) 
is like a traditional thesis and depending upon the nature of accessibility it can be accessed 
and retrieved anytime, anywhere and helps in increasing the visibility of the individual 
researcher as well as the university involved in the research work. Higher education institutes 
in India are developing institutional repositories to manage the theses, dissertation and other 
scholarly materials produced by their students and scholars which are openly available and 
anyone can access and retrieve worldwide. Shodhganga is a digital open repository of Indian 
Electronic Thesis and Dissertation which was set up by Information Library Network 
(INFLIBNET). It stores intellectual output in repositories hosted and maintained by 
INFLIBNET center using DSpace open source digital repository software.  
Review of related Literature 
Hasan, Khan and Iqbal (2016) in their paper have highlighted the contribution of Aligarh 
Muslim University (AMU). The year-wise and subject-wise contribution have been enlisted 
and analyzed in the paper. Kumar (2015) highlighted the current status of electronic version 
of theses dissertations in Indian University libraries as well as in Shodhganga. He is of the 
view that open access systems of electronic theses & dissertations will make it easy to collect 
required information and knowledge by saving valuable time, increase the rate of research, all 
academic communities will get their benefits. Sengupta (2015) has reported the status of 
ETD contributions of Universities of Maharashtra. It was found out that out of thee 45 
different types of Universities in Maharashtra, only 50% have signed MoU with Shodhganga. 
The top three contributing universities came out to be Shivaji University, Kolhapur with 412 
ETDs, followed by SantGadge Baba Amravati University (312) and SavitribaiPhule Pune 
University (290). Sivakumaren (2015) examined the Electronic Thesis and Dissertations 
(ETDs) deposited at INFLIBNET Shodhganga project by Indian Universities. It is found that 
more than 32000 theses have been deposited on various disciplines by 201 Universities. The 
study considered only top five Universities ranked by INFLIBNET Shodhganga project 
which have contributed 3145 theses in the repository. Das and Saikia (2014) attempted to 
find out the status and contribution of Universities of Assam registered in Shodhganga. There 
are 16 universities in Assam and out of these only three are contributing to the shodhganga.. 
Sheeja and Cherukodan (2011) examined the ETD Project of Cochin University of Science 
and Technology and Mahatma Gandhi University and found that both institutions have 
promoted ETDs by organizing workshops, adopting open source software for ETDs, and 
training library staff. 
 
 
 
Objectives of the Study 
a. To find out the number of central universities which have signed MoU with 
shodhganga and the total number of theses and dissertation contributed by all these 
central universities. 
b. To find out and rank the top ten central universities in accordance with the number of 
theses contributed by them to Shodhganga. 
c. To find out the number of theses contributed by the faculties of each university and 
rank them accordingly. 
d. To find out the leading faculties of the respective central universities on the basis of 
their contribution. 
e. To find out the year-wise contribution from each university. 
Methodology 
To meet the above objectives an extensive study of the Shodhganga repository was carried 
out. Only central universities are selected for this study and data was collected university 
wise, faculty wise and year wise. The data was collected from the Shodhganga website till on 
02.04.2017 and presented in the form of tables and figures and analyzed using simple 
percentages. Top 10 central universities were selected out of 27 central universities which 
have signed MoU with Shodhganga.  
Data Analysis 
There are 46 Central universities in India listed by the UGC as on 15.01.2016. Out these 46 
universities only 27 universities have signed MoU with Shodhganga in order to contribute 
their research output. Total number of theses submitted by these 27 central universities is 
19187 as on 02 April 2017. 
Contribution of Top Ten Universities 
Table 1 lists the ten most contributing central universities along with their number and 
percentage of contribution. Total contribution made by the following ten universities is 18378 
which accounts for 95.8% of the total contribution made from 27 universities. 
 
 
 Table 1: Top ten contributing central universities 
SL. 
No. 
Central Universities State/UT 
Contribution 
Number of theses 
submitted 
% 
1.  
Aligarh Muslim University   
(AMU)    
Uttar Pradesh 
 
6458 
33.7% 
2.  Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) Delhi 4693 24.5% 
3.  
Dr. Hari Singh Gour University 
(HSGU) 
Madhya 
Pradesh 
1659 
8.7% 
4.  
North Eastern Hill University 
(NEHU) 
Meghalaya 1096 
5.7% 
5.  University of Hyderabad (HU) Telangana 1004 5.2% 
6.  Assam University (AU) Assam 985 5.1% 
7.  Pondicherry University (PU) Pondicherry 797 4.2% 
8.  Manipur University (MU) Manipur 708 3.7% 
9.  University of Delhi (DU) Delhi 507 2.6% 
10.  Tezpur University (TU) Assam 471 2.4% 
Total  18378 95.8% 
Source: Shodhganga (As on 02.04.2017) 
 
 
Figure 1: Top contributions in Shodhganga 
 
From Table 1 and figure 1 it can be seen that out the 27 universities, Aligarh Muslim 
University (AMU) ranked one as it has contributed the maximum number of theses 6458 
(33.7%)in Shodhganga followed by Jawaharlal University (JNU) whose contribution is 
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4693(25.5%).  Further it is found that Dr. Hari Singh Gour University ranks third with the 
contribution of 1659 (8.6%) theses, North Eastern Hill University ranks fourth with 1096 
(5.7%) followed by University of Hyderabad contributing 1004 (5.2%) theses. The table also 
indicates that next highest contributing universities among 27 central universities are Assam 
University (5.1%), Pondicherry University (4.2%), Manipur University (3.7%), University of 
Delhi (2.6%), and Tezpur University (2.4%). 
 
a. Contribution by Aligarh Muslim University 
  The Table 2 shows the faculty wise contribution from Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh 
(Uttar Pradesh) to Shodhganga. It can be seen that out of the thirteen faculties, Faculty of 
Science (1687) has contributed the maximum number of theses followed by the Faculty of 
Social Sciences (1272) and Faculty of Life Sciences (1264). The least contributing faculty 
comes out to be the Faculty of International Studies contributing only 38 theses. There is not 
contribution as yet from the faculty of Unani Medicine.  
 
Table 2: Faculty-wise contribution by Aligarh Muslim University 
S. No. Faculty Number of Thesis (%) 
1.  Faculty of Science 1687(26.1) 
2.  Faculty of Social Sciences 1272(19.7) 
3.  Faculty of Life Sciences 1264(19.6) 
4.  Faculty of Arts 1151(17.8) 
5.  Faculty of Engineering and Technology 269(4.2) 
6.  Faculty of Commerce 269(4.2) 
7.  Faculty of Management 202(3.1) 
8.  Faculty of Agricultural Sciences 117(1.8) 
9.  Faculty of Law 76(1.2) 
10.  Faculty of Theology 57(0.9) 
11.  Faculty of Medicine 56(0.9) 
12.  Faculty of International Studies 38(0.6) 
13.  Faculty of Unani Medicine 0(0) 
TOTAL 6458 
 
 Figure 2: Faculty-wise contribution by Aligarh Muslim University 
b. Contribution by Jawaharlal Nehru University 
Table 3 shows the contributions from various schools of Jawaharlal University, Delhi. There 
are 17 schools out of which only 16 are contributing. School of Social Sciences is 
contributing maximum number of theses i.e. 1202 (25.6%) followed by the School of 
International Studies whose contribution is 1145(24.4%). The least contributing is the 
School of Computational and Integrative Sciences (0.21%). Figure 3 depicts the 
contributions from all the schools of JNU. 
 
Table 3: Faculty-wise contribution by Jawaharlal Nehru University 
S. No. Faculty Number of Thesis (%) 
1.  School of Social Sciences 1202(25.6) 
2.  School of International Studies 1145(24.4) 
3.  School of Life Sciences 595(12.7) 
4.  School of Language Literature and Cultural Studies 518(11.0) 
5.  Special Centre for Molecular Medicine 246(5.24) 
6.  School of Environmental Sciences 232(4.94) 
7.  National Institute of Immunology 228(4.86) 
8.  Central Drug Research Institute  144(3.07) 
9.  School of Physical Sciences 142(3.03) 
10.  School of Biotechnology 99(2.11) 
11.  School of Computer & Systems Sciences 79(1.68) 
12.  National Institute of Plant Genome Research  30(0.64) 
13.  Centre for the Study of Law and Governance 13(0.28) 
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14.  School of Computational and Integrative Sciences 10(0.21) 
15.  School of Arts & Aesthetics 5(0.11) 
16.  Special Centre for Sanskrit Studies 5(0.11) 
17.  Special Centre for Nanoscience 0(0) 
TOTAL 4693 
 
 
 
Figure 3: Faculty-wise contribution by Jawaharlal Nehru University 
c. Dr. Hari Singh Gour University 
Dr. Hari Singh Gour University, Madhya Pradesh, ranks third in the contribution by top 
ten central universities of India by contributing 1659 theses. The most contributing 
faculty from this university to Shodhganga is Faculty of Science whose contribution is 
1214 which account 73.2% of the total. Second most contributing faculty is that of Social 
Sciences 188(11.3%) followed by the Faculty of Arts 88(5.3%). Lowest contribution is 
from management studies 3(0.2%). Overall, all the faculties of this university are 
contributing to the Shodhganga repository.(Table 4) 
Table 4: Faculty-wise contribution by Dr. Hari Singh Gour University 
S. No. Faculty Number of Theses (%) 
1.  Faculty of Science 1214 (73.2) 
2.  Faculty of Social Sciences 188(11.3) 
3.  Faculty of Arts 88(5.3) 
4.  Faculty of Applied Science 85(5.1) 
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5.  Faculty of Commerce 70(4.2) 
6.  Faculty of Law 11(0.7) 
7.  Faculty of Management 3(0.2) 
TOTAL 1659 
 
d. North Eastern Hill University 
The study also analyzed the contributions made by North Eastern Hill University, Shillong 
(Meghalaya). As shown in table 5 and represented in figure 5, School of Life Sciences with 
310 (28.3%) contributions is the highly contributing among the 8 schools of this university 
followed by the School of Physical Sciences with 174(15.9%). All the schools belonging to 
the university are contributing to Shodhganga. 
Table 5: Faculty-wise contribution by North Eastern Hill University 
S. No. Faculty Number of Theses (%) 
1.  School of Life Sciences 310 (28.3) 
2.  School of Physical Sciences 174(15.9) 
3.  School of Social Sciences 165(15.1) 
4.  School of Human and Environmental Sciences 141(12.9) 
5.  School of Humanities 135(12.3) 
6.  School of Economics, Management etc. 78(7.1) 
7.  School of Education 64(5.8) 
8.  School of Technology 29(2.6) 
TOTAL 1096 
 
 
Figure 4: Faculty-wise contribution by North Eastern Hill University 
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e. University of Hyderabad 
Table 6 tabulates the contributions from the 12 schools under the University of 
Hyderabad, Telangana. Out of 12, 11 are contributing to Shodhganga and School of Life 
Sciences is the most contributing one with 252(25.1%) theses followed by School of 
Chemistry 208(20.7%). School of Engineering Sciences & Technology is the least 
contributing 6(0.6%) while School of Medicine has made no contribution. Figure 6 
depicts the variation among the different schools. 
Table 6: Faculty-wise contribution by University of Hyderabad 
S. No. Faculty Number of Theses (%) 
1.  School of Life Sciences 252(25.1) 
2.  School of Chemistry 208(20.7) 
3.  School of Humanities 172(17.3) 
4.  School of Social Sciences 139(13.8) 
5.  School of Physics 88(8.7) 
6.  School of Economics  51(5.1) 
7.  School of Computer/Information Sciences   38(3.8) 
8.  Sarojini Naidu School of Arts & Communication 23(2.3) 
9.  School of Management Studies 17(1.7) 
10.  School of Mathematics and Statistics 10 (0.9) 
11.  School of Engineering Sciences & Technology 6(0.6) 
12.  School of Medical Sciences 0(0) 
TOTAL 1004 
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Figure 5: Faculty-wise contribution by University of Hyderabad 
 
f. Assam University 
Table 7 represents the contribution from the faculties of Assam University. There are total 16 
faculties in the university out of which 12 are contributing to Shodhganga. Rabindranath 
Tagore School of Languages and Cultural Studies comes out to be the most contributing 
faculty with the submission of 284(28.8%) theses followed by the Jadunath Sarkar School of 
Social Sciences 110 (11.2%). Susruta School of Medical and Paramedical Sciences, 
Aryabhatta School of Earth Sciences, Swami Vivekananda School of Library Sciences, and 
DeshbandhuChittaranjan School of Legal Studies are not at all contributing. Jawaharlal 
Nehru School of Management Studies 17 (1.7%) and Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan School of 
Philosophy are the least contributing 15 (1.5%) ones.  
Table 7: Faculty-wise contribution by Assam University 
S. 
No. 
Faculty Number of Thesis 
(%) 
1.  Rabindranath Tagore School of Languages and Cultural 
Studies 
284(28.8) 
2.  Jadunath Sarkar School of Social Sciences 110(11.2) 
3.  EP Odum School of Environmental Sciences 102(10.4) 
4.  Albert Einstein School of Physical Sciences 96(9.7) 
5.  Hargobind School of Life Sciences 76(7.7) 
6.  Mahatama Gandhi School of Economics and Commerce 74(7.5) 
7.  Abanindranath Tagore School of Creative Arts and 
Communication Studies 
66(6.7) 
8.  AshutoshMukhopadhyay School of Education 59(5.9) 
9.  Sunitikumar Chattopadhyay School of English and Foreign 
Languages 
58(5.9) 
10.  Triguna Sen School of Technology 28(2.8) 
11.  Jawaharlal Nehru School of Management Studies 17(1.7) 
12.  SarvepalliRadhakrishnan School of Philosophy 15(1.5) 
13.  Susruta School of Medical and Paramedical Sciences 0(0) 
14.  Aryabhatta School of Earth Sciences 0(0) 
15.  Swami Vivekananda School of Library Sciences 0(0) 
16.  DeshbandhuChittaranjan School of Legal Studies 0(0) 
TOTAL 985 
 
g. Pondicherry University 
Pondicherry university is having 16 different schools out of which 13 are contributing there 
research output to Shodhganga. School of Humanities, as can be seen from table 8, has 
contributed maximum number of theses 126(15.8%) followed by the School of Management 
113 (14.2%). School of Media & Communication, Madanjeet School of Green Energy 
Technologies, and School of Education has made no contribution as on 02.04.2017. School of 
Performing Arts 8(1%) has made the least contributions.  
Table 8: Faculty-wise contribution by Pondicherry University 
S. 
No. 
Faculty Number of Thesis 
(%) 
1.  School of Humanities 126(15.8) 
2.  School of Management 113(14.2) 
3.  School of Life Sciences  111(13.9) 
4.  School of Physical, Chemical and Applied Sciences 94(11.8) 
5.  SubramaniaBharathi School of Tamil Language & 
Literature 
83(10.4) 
6.  School of Engineering and Technology 79(9.9) 
7.  KanchiMamunivar Centre for post Graduate Studies 50(6.3) 
8.  School of Social Sciences & International Studies 46(5.8) 
9.  Vector Control Research Centre 35(4.4) 
10.  School of Medical Sciences 28(3.5) 
11.  School of Law 14(1.7) 
12.  Ramanujan School of Mathematical Sciences 10(1.3) 
13.  School of Performing Arts 8(1.0) 
14.  School of Media & Communication 0(0) 
15.  Madanjeet School of Green Energy Technologies 0(0) 
16.  School of Education 0(0) 
TOTAL 797 
 
h. Manipur University 
Out of the 6 schools present in the Manipur University, Manipur, 5 have contributed their 
theses output as shown in the table 9. More than half of the contributions are made by the 
School of Social Sciences 366 (51.7%). After this, School of Humanities 150 (21.2%) 
contributes the majority of theses. 
Table 9: Faculty-wise contribution by Manipur University 
S. No. Faculty Number of Thesis (%) 
1.  School of Social Science 366(51.7) 
2.  School of Humanities 150(21.2) 
3.  School of Human and Environmental Science 98(13.8) 
4.  School of Mathematical and Physical Science 63(8.9) 
5.  School of Life Science 31(4.4) 
6.  School of Medical Science 0 (0) 
TOTAL 708 
 
i. University of Delhi 
From University of Delhi, Delhi out of 14 faculties, 13 have contributed to Shodhganga. 
Faculty of Science 192(37.9%) ranks one among the 13 faculties in its contribution followed 
by Faculty of Interdisciplinary and Applied Sciences 65(12.8%) and Faculty of Arts 63 
(12.4%). There is no contribution made by the Faculty of Open Learning. Table 10 and figure 
10 clearly show the above interpretation.(Table 10) 
          
 
 
  Table 10: Faculty-wise contribution by University of Delhi 
S. No. Faculty Number of Thesis (%) 
1.  Faculty of Science 192(37.9) 
2.  Faculty of Interdisciplinary and Applied Sciences 65(12.8) 
3.  Faculty of Arts 63(12.4) 
4.  Faculty of Social Sciences 47(9.2) 
5.  Faculty of  Mathematical Sciences 39(7.7) 
6.  Faculty of  Music and Fine Arts 23(4.5) 
7.  Faculty of Commerce and Business Studies 17(3.4) 
8.  Faculty of  Medical Sciences 13(2.6) 
9.  Faculty of Education 11(2.2) 
10.  Faculty of Technology 11(2.2) 
11.  Faculty of Applied Social Sciences and Humanities                10 (1.9) 
12.  Faculty of Management Studies 9(1.8) 
13.  Faculty of Law 7(1.4) 
14.  Faculty of Open Learning 0(0) 
TOTAL 507 
 
j. Tezpur University 
Table 11 shows the contribution from the 4 schools under Tezpur University. More than half 
of the contribution is made by the School of Sciences 274 (58.2%) followed by the School of 
Engineering. All the faculties under this university are contributing to shodhganga. Figure 6 
depicts the contributions from each school. 
           
            Table 11: Faculty-wise contribution by Tezpur University 
S. No. Faculty Number of Thesis (%) 
1.  School of Sciences 274 (58.2) 
2.  School of Engineering 100 (21.2) 
3.  School of Humanities & Social Sciences   58 (12.3) 
4.  School of Management Sciences 39 (8.3) 
TOTAL 471 
 
  
                    Figure 6: Faculty-wise contribution by Tezpur University 
 
 
 
k. Ranking of Most Contributing Faculties of Central Universities 
 
Table 12 lists out the most contributing faculty from each of the ten central universities which 
are further ranked. It is found that Faculty of Science, Aligarh Muslim University, has the 
maximum 1687 contribution among all the faculties belonging to the central universities 
under study and hence ranked first. Also the Faculty of Science, Dr. Hari Singh Gour 
University ranked second with 1214 contributions. School of Social Sciences of Jawaharlal 
Nehru University and Manipur University ranked third and fourth with 1202 and 366 
contributions respectively. School of Life Sciences, North Eastern Hill University ranks fifth 
with 310 contributions followed by the Rabindranath Tagore School of Languages and 
Cultural Studies, University of Hyderabad (284) securing sixth position. School of Sciences, 
Tezpur University (274) and School of Life Sciences, Assam University (252) have got the 
seventh and eighth rank respectively on the basis of their contribution to Shodhganga. 9th 
rank is secured by the Faculty of Sciences, University of Delhi (192) and the tenth rank 
among central universities is of School of Humanities, Pondicherry University (126). 
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Table 12: Ranking of Most Contributing Faculties of Central Universities 
S. 
No. 
University Faculty Contribution 
1.  Aligarh Muslim 
University          
Faculty of Science 1687 (26.1%) 
2.  Dr. Hari Singh Gour 
University 
Faculty of Science 1214 (73.2%) 
3.  Jawaharlal Nehru 
University 
School of Social Sciences 1202(25.6%) 
4.  Manipur University School of Social Science 366 (51.7%) 
5.  North Eastern Hill 
University 
School of Life Sciences 310 (28.3%) 
6.  University of 
Hyderabad 
Rabindranath Tagore School of Languages 
and Cultural Studies 
284 (28.8%) 
7.  Tezpur University School of Sciences 274 (58.2%) 
8.  Assam University School of Life Sciences 252 (25.1%) 
9.  University of Delhi Faculty of Science 192 (37.9%) 
10.  Pondicherry University School of Humanities 126 (15.8%) 
 
 
Figure 7: Ranking of Most Contributing Faculties of Central Universities 
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Table 13:Year-wise contribution from the top ten universities 
 
Table 13 and figure 7 shows the year-wise submission of theses from the top ten contributing 
central universities.  It is clear from the figure that highest numbers of theses (8733) from all 
the central universities under study were submitted in the year 2015, followed by 4945 theses 
submitted in the year 2014 and 2561 in the year 2016.   In the year 2015, maximum 
contribution was from Aligarh Muslim University (5380). In the year 2014, Jawaharal Nehru 
S. 
No. 
University 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 TOTAL 
1.  Aligarh Muslim 
University          
82 484 5380 246 256 0 0 0 6458 
2.  Jawaharlal Nehru 
University 
115 121 304 3782 370 0 0 1 4693 
3.  Dr. Hari Singh Gour 
University 
2 56 1547 54 0 0 0 0 1659 
4.  North Eastern Hill 
University 
0 130 925 0 2 39 0 0 1096 
5.  University of Hyderabad 0 346 0 277 91 31 364 0 1004 
6.  Assam University 0 760 122 100 3 0 0 0 958 
7.  Pondicherry University 0 24 3 91 0 231 0 448 797 
8.  Manipur University 51 299 306 31 20 0 1 0 708 
9.  University of Delhi 0 0 65 364 78 0 0 0 507 
10.  Tezpur University 33 341 81 0 16 0 0 0 471 
TOTAL 283 2561 8733 4945 836 301 365 449 18351 
University submitted the maximum number of theses (3782) and in the year 2016 highest 
contribution was from Assam University. 
 
 
Figure 7: Year-wise contribution from the top ten universities 
 
Major Findings 
Following are the major findings of the study: 
1. There are total 46 Central universities in India out of which only 27 universities 
are contributing to Shodhganga. Total number of theses submitted by these 27 
central universities is 19187 as on 02 April 2017.  
2. Total contribution made by the following ten universities is 18378 which account 
for 95.8% of the total contribution made from 27 universities. 
3. Aligarh Muslim University (AMU) ranks one among the 27 central universities. 
Its contribution is 6458 (33.7%). Second most contributing university in 
Shodhganga is Jawaharlal University (JNU) whose contribution is 4693(25.5%).   
4. Faculty of Science, Aligarh Muslim University, has the maximum 1687 
contribution among all the faculties belonging to the central universities under 
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study, followed by the Faculty of Science of Dr. Hari Singh Gour University with 
1214 contributions 
5. In the case of year-wise submission, highest numbers of theses (8733) were 
submitted in the year 2015, highest being from AMU (5380). 
6. In the year 2016, Assam University (760) was the highest contributing university. 
7. It is found that only from three universities (Dr. Hari Singh Gour University, 
North Eastern Hill University and Tezpur University) all the faculties are 
contributing to Shodhganga. 
8. Science faculties are in the leading position to contribute their research outputs to 
Shodhganga. 
 
Conclusion 
This is the age of information and knowledge which is flowing throughout the users, 
academicians, researchers all over the world so that people can appreciate, add some more 
and recognize each other’s works. Initiative of Open Access(OA) have been taken by the 
different universities in India as higher institution are very much interested to publish their 
scholarly information like theses and dissertation on public domain. Although few central 
universities are lagging behind in contributing to Shodhganga. Other universities should 
upload their theses to increase their visibility among the users. A lot of universities are 
engaging in Institutional Repository (IR) initiative and uploading their scholarly resources 
digitally which is accessible and retrieved by the users. Most of the universities keep it 
campus access only but they must work on open access policy to serve the thrust of the users 
at per global citizen. 
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